INTRODUCTION

Scar borough Amateur Rowing Club 2007

A Brief History of the Club, and its Activities

1869 - 2007

The Beginning......

For more than 150 years, sea rowing has taken place on
the Yorkshire coast between the Tees and the Humber.
Racing started as friendly rivalry between the locdl |
fishermen and the jet miners from Blyth, using the local &
Cables. (It was then known as the German Ocean race as
before World War 1, the North Sea was known as the [y
German Ocean). From that early beginning, the sport
has progressed gradually to what it istoday.

The Scarborough Amateur Rowing Club was formed in
1869, followed by the Whitby Friendship Amateur §
Rowing Club in 1879 and Whitby Fishermen's Amateur [
Rowing Club. Other clubs were later formed at Whitby,
Staithes, Runswick Bay, and Hartlepool.

gigs, which apart from being clinker built bear little
resemblance to their predecessors.

18-foot coble type boats were used for many years (see
FR book)
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The modern day boat is light and fast, with provision for %g- 4

four oarsmen and a cox. The specifications for the boats .t--! l" k., et = N
were made in about 1906, as until then, various designs - : ¢
were used. ( : r
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The standard dimensions established in 1906,
(based on Whitby Friendship's most successful
boat at the time, Wild Drake) are: - Max. 27ft long, Min 4ft beam, max height of 2ft 4". They are
“Clinker Built”, four oared, coxed boats. Sliding seats and outriggers are not part of the boat design,
and the exposed position of the rowers; result in something of awetting in al but the calmest of seas.

The Clubhouse

The SARC isthe only Rowing Club in the area. The nearest similar facilities are at Whitby, 20 miles away, Y ork or Hull,
both of which are 40 miles away from Scarborough.

The Scarborough Amateur Rowing Club was founded in May 1869, and is the oldest surviving Rowing Club on the N.E.
coast It is also probably one of the oldest sporting clubsin the town, second only to the Scarborough Cricket Club.

Convenient for the participation in the main sport of Sea Rowing, the Clubhouse siting is also useful for other local Clubs
& Associations to use the Clubs facilities for other events based on the beach or sea. Off-season, the Club facilities are
used for general training, though only using the limited equipment available at present.

Scarborough Long Distance Swimming Club, Scarborough Swimming Club Local Netball, volleyball Clubs, Visiting
Cycling Clubs, Local Football & Rugby Club team training (in case of frozen pitches) "New Years Day Swimmers',
(brave souls) Rotary, and Lions Clubs charity events have all been made welcome in the club.
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The first wooden boats were made locally, and raced coastguard boats in Regattas organised by visiting businessmen.
These boats were stored in an empty coastguard shed on the West Pier by the harbour, before the permanent two storey
premises were obtained in 1874 on the nearby Foreshore Road. The building, taken over from the local lodge of the Grand
Order of Druids, is very convenient for the participation in the main sport of Sea Rowing, and was developed for that
purpose.

The Club Set up

The SARC is a local Sports Club. Membership is open to any person who wishes to take part in the sport. Rowing
Membership is not restricted.

The Club Officials and Committee are all LOCAL people who run the Club for the benefit of all the members, and al do
so entirely on avoluntary basis.

Until 1976 the club was an all male province, ladies could attend social functions, but not take part in the sport. From then
ladies could join as full Rowing members. After thisradical change in the club's policy, the club had a large percentage of
lady members of all ages. They certainly livened things up for the male members.

The Rowing Program

Races that the members can compete in are numerous, suiting all age groups for male, & females. Starting with Boys
Under 14, to men over 50.

Whitely Regatta, whose own history goes back over 150 years, contains all the race categories and are currently (2006) as
follows: -

Boys Under 14 GirlsUnder 14 Boys Under 16,
GirlsUnder 16 Y ouths Under 18 Ladies Under 18
Ladies Veteran Ladies 18-23 Men Under 21
Men Under 23 Men over 30 Men Over 40
Men Over 50 “Mixed Race” Mens Novice
And MENS SENIOR LADIES SENIOR

The Scarborough Regatta was revived in 1974 after a gap of 26 years since 1948, initially with a program of four races.
This marked the determination of the club's committee to improve the performance & reputation of the Club. The races
have been gradually increased over the yearsto the present 11 events.

These are: -
Boys Under 14 GirlsUnder 14 Boys Under 16,
GirlsUnder 16 Y ouths Under 18 Ladies Under 18
Ladies Veteran Men Under 21 Men Under 23
Men over 30 Men Over 40 Men Over 50
“Mixed Race” Mens Novice
And MENS SENIOR LADIES SENIOR

Points are awarded for the first three places in each race. Trophies and replicas are presented to the winning crews when
the races are over. The Captain of the club gaining the most points from all the races is presented with the Regatta
Trophies, the "Dale Trophy" at Whitby Regatta, & the "Rea Cup" at Scarborough Regatta.

The points awarded for the two Men’s Junior races & the Men's Senior at both Scarborough & Whitby Regattas are then
totaled towards the Prestigious "WILSON CUP". This is the trophy that al the Club's want to win. Unfortunately,
Scarborough has only won it on one occasion in 1927, in the whole 100-year history of the Cup.

The Scarborough Rowing Club is grateful to some local companies for their support in sponsoring the Regatta races.
Without their help the regatta could not exist.

The Scarborough Club take on their Whitby rivals, at Whitby, in two other events, the CLIFFORD PAGE racesin memory
of aWhitby club member who died in aroad accident. There are now six events, two Ladies races and four Men’s events.
The other event istwo long distance races for Ladies and Men, over a now triangular course of 8 miles between Whitby &
Sandsend, called appropriately by remembering the sports origins, "the GERMAN OCEAN RACE".
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Rowing results

Competitive success eluded the club for many years. The loca rivals from the two Whitby rowing clubs (the
FRIENDSHIP & FISHERMENS clubs proving too strong in al the rowing events. An isolated win by the home club in
the Men’s Junior at Scarborough Regatta in 1977 heralded the growing confidence in the Scarborough crews. Later, in
1979 all three clubs tied for overall points awarded in the eight events at Scarborough Regatta. The home club winning
four events outright. These were Boys Under 16, Y ouths Under 19, Men’s Junior Under 23, & Men Over 30.

That was followed by a Scarborough crew winning the Men's Over 30, event at the 1979 Whitby Regatta. It was the first
Scarborough win at Whitby, for over 50 years.

Two years later in 1991, saw the start of the Scarborough club's dominance of the "Blue Riband " event, the Men’s Senior
Race. Inspired by the outstanding success of the Men's Senior crews, other crews have proved their worth, so putting the
Scarborough Club firmly on the rowing scene.

1984 saw the club's best year at Whitby Regatta with five wins from the 13 events. Apart from successes in the Men’'s
events, i.e. Men's Senior, Men's Junior U23 & Men's Veteran, The Scarborough ladies crew proved to be unbeatable in all
the Ladies Senior events that year. Not to be outdone that year by their elders, the club's Cox's won the Boys Under 14
event.

All the successful crews of recent years have not been mentioned. Although small in number, Scarborough crews have
consistently featured in the race placings at the regattas.
Thisindicated that a small club could take on the might of the Whitby clubs with their large membership, and still win!

The prowess of the Scarborough Men's Senior crews has not been limited to the local events. Over recent years, four
crews took part in the JERSEY REGATTA, which is a series of races on a "knockout" basis. The competition being from
south coast clubs. These trips proved very fruitful, with two wins & a third place. Crews from Scarborough have
competed in Jersey for many years now. Although not actually winning, have always represented their club with great
credit.

From 1988, (the inaugural year), the Club has taken part in the Great River Race on the Thames. This is a handicapped
race for "Traditional" craft over a 22-mile course from HAM HOUSE near Richmond, to the Isle of Dogs, for a number of
years finishing at the Poplar & Blackwall Rowing Club. Crews from Scarborough and Whitby have maintained a high
standard of performance in this event, despite the handicapping.

In fact, Scarborough crews came Ist & 2nd overal in the very first event in 1988, when two previously nominated local
charities benefited to atotal of £1500: 00 in prize money.

From contacts made at the GRR, a party of rowers went to the Cornish gig World Championship 1994. All we can say
about that experienceis, "don't Cornishmen row their gigswell". A good trip never the less.

The Future.

The club continually needs a steady influx of younger members, both male & female to support the senior crews, and gain
race points in their events in the various regattas. The existing membership is experienced in sea rowing, & many have
tasted the fruits of success, and are always willing to pass on their skills.

Training is normally "on the water", for new members, what appears to be a simple sport does need the correct technique
to be acquired. After basic instruction, it is practice that makes perfect. Thereis no fixed period for a suitable standard to
be attained; it is purely up to the individual. Experience has shown that all novices very quickly acquire the necessary
skills.

Anyone over 13 years old interested in joining is welcome, though it is advisable to arrange to join with friends who wish
to form acrew in any of the age groups listed.

The Rowing season is from early April, to September each year. General fitnesstraining is carried on throughout the year.
Plans are already being put into operation to expand the Rowing program with additional events being set up to introduce

new members to the sport, and Invite other clubs to take part in new style regattas. Thisis also to maintain the interest of
the members during the rowing season.
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New Members

During the season there are some internal Club events for the members to compete for. These cater for the male, female,
and younger members of the Club, and have always been very keenly contested.

To interest young people in the sport, the club introduced a local inter-school challenge trophy, dedicated to the memory
of the Cox of the Scarborough Lifeboat, Will Sheader. This has had a mixed response over the 10 years it has been
competed for. To improve the response, the Club wishes to involve the parents of the young people.

Club lifeis not restricted to just training. Thereisasocial life at the clubhouse for members & their guests. These include
dances, Bar-B-Qs, and the Annual Dinner Dance for the Presentations.

Development

The small size of the clubhouse became really exposed in 1976, when ladies were admitted to the Club as full rowing
members. The internal set up of the clubhouse was rearranged to accommodate the ladies changing room. But with the
large number of lady members, this was soon found to be inadequate, in again, the space available, and the facilities.

Over the years, general improvements had been made to the Clubhouse, including the ladies changing room, as and when
funds were available, but the main problem of the sheer lack of space could not be overcome.

In 1981-82 the Club Committee submitted various schemes to the local planning authorities, to add a further floor to the
premises, for Planning Permission. This was to accommodate larger and improved changing / showering facilities for both
the male and female members. A scheme was finally approved by the Council Planning Committee, which at the time,
seemed to satisfy all parties concerned.

As with most amateur sporting clubs, lack of funds prevented immediate action on the development, as considerable costs
would be involved in a structural survey of the site. Asit is because it isa very old building, it would require considerable
reinforcing to support another floor.

Asfunding for the site investigation could not be found, the project was postponed. The Club Committee had also to deal
with other issues.

In March 1987 a structural defect in the front wall of the premises was discovered, and, if not resolved quickly, even
threatened the very existence of the SARC.

This situation of course, demanded the full attention of the Club officers and Committee for some months during 1987.

Finding sufficient funds for the project was a major problem, and further complications with the then shop tenant, and the
terms of the lease, threatened to delay the restoration of the building.

Fortunately, the Clubhouse was restored, with considerable financial help from the Scarborough Sports Council, the
Regiona Sports Council, plus the Club's own efforts in raising the necessary funds. With re-payments due on loans etc,
for the restoration costs, any thoughts of extending the Clubhouse had to be further postponed. As a result, the Planning
permission time limit was allowed to expire.

THEN CAME THE NATIONAL LOTTERY!

Grant Aid Application

With the introduction of the National Lottery, in 1995, it stimulated the club to prepare ambitious plans to redesign the
Clubhouse and formulate a development plan for the future growth of the sport. These involved improving the ladies &
men's changing rooms & refurbishment of the clubroom to make the premises more appealing to members & guests alike.
As part of the overall plan for the future, associated with the Clubhouse alterations, the Club wished to improve al its
sports facilities. This included the purchase of additional oars, (including small sets, with young people in mind), Gym
equipment, and an inflatable craft for safety and coaching purposes.

The Club had to re-apply for Planning Permission which after much litigation with the planning authorities, and appealsto

the local government ombudsman, and was eventually successful. Permission was granted by renewing the planning
permission in M ar ch 1997, to add the second floor based on the original 1981 scheme.
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